
St. Cornelius Church 
Parish Pastoral Council 

Meeting Minutes 
Date: Tuesday, February 28, 2023 (7:00 PM)  

L o c a t i o n :  P a r i s h  H o u s e  

 

Topic Discussion/Summary   Action/Follow-Up  

Opening Prayer Msgr. Diamond   

Lectio Divina Prayer 
(MG) 

 Michael Gidlewski led Council members in Lectio Divina prayer.  Council to continue Lectio Divina prayer 
to start each meeting. 

Centering Prayer 
Overview (MG) 

 Discussed highlights of the Centering Prayer Method.  It is designed to go 
beyond conversation to communion with Christ. It is not meant to replace 
other kinds of prayer, but rather casts new light & depth of meaning on them. 

 Reviewed Centering Prayer brochure and registration details for another 
parish introductory workshop. 

 An Introductory workshop is scheduled 
for Saturday, March 25th.  Details 
provided in Parish Bulletin. 

 Centering Prayer brochure to be made 
available in parish vestibule.  

Pro-Life Committee 
Update (Pastor/MN) 

 Preparing plans for the October 2023 March to Harrisburg.  
 Conducting fundraising for transportation to October event 
 Monthly Rosary – First Monday at daily Mass 
 Building & Grounds developing new method to display Pro-Life banners 

 Pastor/Building & Grounds liaison to 
provide banners update once known. 

Prior Minutes and 
Next Meeting (JL) 

 Meeting minutes of January 19, 2023, approved. 
 Discussed and planned next meeting date.  

 

 Next Meeting:  
       Thursday, March 23, 2023  

Location: Parish House (7 PM) 
Council 
Administrative 
Updates (JL) 

 Annual Election Result Communications – All candidates will continue to be 
promptly notified by the Election Committee.   

 Council Secretary – Reviewed duties shared with Vice-Chair.  Jennifer 
Swetland volunteered to be Secretary, with unanimous Council approval. 

 Archdiocesan Procedural Self Audit- Reviewed elements and focus of the 
Agreed-Upon Procedures audit conducted every two years. 

 Parish Finance Council – Tim O’Malley is now Vice-Chair.  Reviewed new 
committee structure and planned, 2023 web site updates.  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 
  
 

 Elections- Election Committee 
to draft Parish Bulletin & Weekly 
Email announcement. 

 Procedural Self-Audit – 
Scheduled for March 29, 2023.  
Council to receive report of 
audit findings within 60 days. 

Pastor’s Updates  Debriefs – Parish food bank drive was a moderate success, with a smaller 
than usual collection 

 Finance/Facilities Updates-  Pastor reviewed all account balances: $524,693 
Operating account at Iron Workers; $176,425 for Capital Projects at Iron 
Workers; $10,221 at Applied Bank Checking; $27,938 at TD Ameritrade; 
$34,856 Catholic Foundation (CFGP) loan, $1,083,240 school loan: $175,856 
loan from Oblates school chiller;  $476,915 prior years Assessment debt to 
Philadelphia Archdiocese. 

 Paver Sales – Continuing; Investigating an online form to take orders 
 Early Learning Center Updates – 130 students currently enrolled, 90-95 

already enrolled for next year, 60 registrations for 2023 Camp Cornelius 
 Lenten Event Updates – Pastor needs volunteers for Holy Thursday washing of 

feet; Soup Supper being organized by Laurie Hays and Agnes Arkus; Fish Fry 
scheduled for 3/31 

 

 Pavers – investigate online order 
form 

 Camp Cornelius, Summer PREP – in 
future, need to leave more open 
weeks in the summer for building 
maintenance 

 Fish Fry – Sign-up Genius 
implemented to provide for serving 
time advance scheduling.  



St. Cornelius Church 
Parish Pastoral Council 

Meeting Minutes 
Date: Tuesday, February 28, 2023 (7:00 PM)  

L o c a t i o n :  P a r i s h  H o u s e  

 

Called For More 
Follow-Up (JL/DD) 

• Plan Review 
• Discussion 

 Council Members received parish plan for advance review.  Discussed 3 key 
parish Missionary Discipleship priorities submitted to our Archdiocese.   

 Small Group Study/Prayer Groups – Council suggested possibly developing 
in-home meetings in addition to Women’s Walking With Purpose and current 
Men’s group meetings.  
  

 Spring 2023 Missionary Discipleship 
school enrollment is now full. Will 
consider future enrollment.   

 Pastor to provide updates on next 
Archdiocesan plans once known.  

Parish Ministry 
Retreat (DD) 

   
 

 Scheduled for Saturday, April 1 at the parish 
 Attendees will include leaders of various parish Ministries and Councils 
 Lunch will be provided 

 Retreat date to be confirmed via Email 
to ministry leaders.  

 Determine need for retreat organizers. 
Parish Vestments 
(DD/Discussion) 

 Want to request specific items and/or donations to a “vestment fund” 
 Discussed how to tastefully request donations 
 This may be a good donation request “in memorium” in lieu of flowers at 

funerals for those who are receptive 
 

 Ask Holy Rood Guild and local funeral 
homes for suggestions about asking for 
donations  
 

 New Business 
(If Any)  

 New parishioner Meet and Greet – Planning to include long-term 
parishioners as defined.  Agnes Arkus & Pastor will spearhead the event, to 
start after Lent.  Jennifer Swetland volunteered to attend. 

 Consider date and determine invitees 
for first event.  

 Council members “ministry of presence” 
is needed wherever possible.  

Closing Prayer Msgr. Diamond   

  
  

  
  
  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
SAINT CORNELIUS CHURCH         Present         Absent    
                          Msgr. Diamond  Sr. Deacon Wirth 

Jennifer Swetland           Michelle Nardozzi  Deacon Todor 
                 Jon Lippard  Deacon Morris      

Jennifer Swetland, Secretary                  Agnes Arkus  Joanne Morris 
Parish Pastoral Council                  Chris Fahey  Anselm Cooray 
                 Michael Brisgone  John Guest 
                Michael Gidlewski      
                   David Ripsom       
               Jennifer Swetland 
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